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I wholslhe Leading Catcher In the Big Leagues Today 1

A. By TOMMY CLARK.
H 1 IRST choice of the great catch- -

, I Ivrad cra of' lne maJr leagues!
H fl Quite a puzzle it la to pick
H " i he winner when all thru goes

H to make a player great Is considered
B from a practical standpoint and not

from the general atmosphere of local

i prejudice aa doped by some writers on
thn sport.

; "What are the essential qualities for
Hr f: ' a topnoteh catcher? First, natural

V- " ' ability for the position, for made catch- -
K ' era never reach the top row: second.

range, footwork and speed; third.
H throwing from all angles with nccu- -
H racy and a knowledge of the runner;
H fourfh. the ability to work with all
H pitcher?, and run the game: fifth, gamc- -

1 ' ness and the ability to stand a large
B I amount of hard work under a killing

H I The great catcher must be a thinker.
H 'an Inventor, a man who would make a

Hl success of almost any business calling
H for a head.
V How many catchers now before the
H '

s public have developed all these lmpor- -

Hj tant points of the game?
H We have sixteen major league clubs.
H j Nearly ever' team has two or more
H catchers.
H National Leanuo Backstops.

In the National league Brooklyn has
H In Bergen a natural backstop and brll- -

H Hant thrower, who watches the bases,
B but lacks what Is known as ginger.
H Bresnahan of St. Louis Is the hard- -

H est working catcher In the National
H league He In always on the alort has
H a great throwing arm and Is of great
H assistance to a pitcher at a critical
fl . moment. But managerial duties havo
H affectod htR catching to some extont.
Hj The name thing applies to Charley
H Dooln of Philadelphia.
Hl ' Cincinnati has a good ono In Larry
Hj McLean. "When In good shape Larry
H can do the backstopptng as well as
H t any ono In the country. New York's
H I catching department is very weak.
H . Myors, the Indian. Is an in and outer.
H One day ho catches a fine game, and

the next day he performs Uko an ama-
teur. Wilson Is btlll Inexperienced, but
gives promise of developing.

Tho Chicago Cubs havo two dandles

In Archer and "Peaches" Graham. The
latter Is a very enthusiastic worker.
The pair have all the qualities that go
to make up a first class wind paddlst
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Tho Boston club mado a terrible mis-

take when It let Graham go to the
Cubs. Kllng, whom tho Chicago club
traded to Boston for Graham, Is not afl
good a catcher aa ho was three years
ago. When at his best ho was In a
class by himself. Pittsburg has a
corker In Gibson. He has no apparent
weakness.

by the work of the men this
season, tho catchers In tho National
league should rank In the order named:
Gibson, Archer, Graham. Kllng, Bres-naha- n,

Dooln. McLean, Bergen and
Myers.

American League Receivers.
In tho American lcaguo Philadelphia

ha3 two good ones In Thomas and

Lapp, When Detroit parted with
Thomas his arm was bad. His arm
camo back, and ho has been a big help
to tho Athletics In chasing tho much
sought rag. Manager Mack says he Is
one of tho best In the Junior organiza-
tion. Lapp gives great promise Stan-ag- o

of the Detroit team Is good, but
not a first class catcher, Stephens of
St. Louis Is a hard and willing work-
er, but lacks enthusiasm. Sweeney of
New York gives promise of developing
Into a great star with moro experience.
Clarko of St Louis Is a good one. He
o a good footworker and very rangy

for his Inches.
Washington .has a crackcrjack In

Streot Ho Is Intelligent Is a fine
thrower, and ho gct3 into ovcry play.

Ho watches tho bases and Is a power
behind the stick when the game Is go-

ing against his team.
Boston has a grand backstop in Bill

Carrlgan. Tho latter was cut out for
a model catchor In the baseball game.

In Sullivan Chicago iias one of the
real gema of the profession. Ever on
tho alert with a deadly throw, ho Is a
catcher who coaches every pitcher.,

Tho way the backstops In the Ameri-
can league should range Is as follows:
Street. Carrlgan, Sullivan, Sweeney,
Thomas, Lapp and Clarko.

Now that Street has been selected
as the greatest catcher In the American
league and Gibson In the National,
which of tho two Is the premier back-
stop of the country? Many homo

. m
m

critics have their peta, but "when If .'

comes down to cardinal principles laid kH

down to Judge a catcher one will find J
that tho best of 'em all today Is Georgt m

Gibson of the Pirates. The latter was f
cut out for the modol catcher In base- - Jball. Gibson is the man who can turn p
back tho fleetest base runner a man ; ft
who can nip the boys out at first and ' fl
third unless thoy aro,ever on the alert "" C
He Is tho backstop who seldom drops k
a ball that he can reach. Gome to the K

finger tips, he can catch the wildest C
dclivory aa If it were merely play ag- - S
gresslve. on to all the advanced wrln- - 4
kles of the game, cutting the ball to jj
second from all angles, with a knack f
of spreading Into position while th fl
ball Is coming to him. w

H Short Interviews With
M '''""'. Great and Mear Great

H Ball Players of Today
H ' 'a' COUPLE of flchters on a ball club
H " help a wholo lot." cackles Catch- -

H er "Nig" Clarke of St Louis.
H "x ball playur should fight ThcBO

H eojiy going fellows never get anything
Hj for their team. They let everybody
H else run over them.

Hj j "If I do say It myself, old' Bill Brad- -
H loy and I wcro tho only 'crabs' on tho
H Cleveland club. We would make our

I Kick and be chased from Uie game, but
would be right back again tho next day
hollering for our rlghta."

I

T7"ETERAN ball players are crltlcls- -

H Ing a change In tho rules affecting
Hl hitters who get to base when no ono Is
H retired. Says Hans Wagner:
H "They tried to favor tho batsman

Hl f and koip him from getting a tlmo at
H bat Why don't they give him a hit in

H a case Uko this: A man Is on first and
H ' the batsman hita a long fly. The Deld- -
Hl er trios for it, and the runner hugs first
H afraid it will bo caught. The ball falls
H Rafely. and tho runner In forced at scc- -

H ond. tImv Holder never has hla hand
Hl I

on the ball. The batter does not get a
H nit, but Is charged with a time at bat9 They had better lot the rules alone,
Hj ror there are too many such things
H coming up in gam'o after gamo to mon- -

H) key with new system. Personally I
H don't care a rap, but It Is going to bo
H bad for many young players."

Hl pi OOD curves are great aesets," eaya
Bfi ! 'Three Fingered- - Brown ofjthe
M Cubs, "but there have been great pUch- -

- -

era who had hardly enough to fool an
amateur. Speed? Another grand t.

But some of the great pitchers
didn't havo euough speed to break a
pane of glass. Control? It's a great
thing to cultivate. But some good
twlrlers woro minus the artlclo to a
groat extent Head work? Oreatl
But what's the use of having a pitcher
who doeun't ue his noodlo?

"Then what is the greatest asset a
pitcher can havo? Nerve. It isn't
sufficient when it Isn't backed up. But
give a pitcher the nerve and anything
else and he'll bo a great pitcher. On
tho other hand, lot him havo every-
thing clue and no nerve and he'll be a
dub. There's scarcely a day when the
pitcher Isn't called upon to uuey his
nerve.

"It's the ono requisite In tho make-
up of a really great pitcher, and I don't
know a slnglo other qualification that
Is absolutely essential. The pitcher

upon hlH curve suddonly dis-
covers that hlB curvo ball won't work.
The break Isn't there. It's up to his
nerve-- If he has lots of it he may keep
the opposing batsman standing still
until he recovers himself. If he hasn't
tho nerve he Is In for a beating. So
with tho fellow that depends upon hi
Bpeed. He discovers to hla amazement
that hlfl fast ball is without the jump.
If he has the nerve he may work along
an inning or two or maybe for half a
game. Suddenly it cornea back and
he's all right If Vie hasn't' the nerve
he'll blow, flame way with control. A
pltcher,.8Uddonly goes jrlld.' T.ho..only

thing in the world that will settle him
Is his nerve. If ho loses that It's an
ascension. There are tlraea when tho
rule doesn't hold good."

QONNIK. MACK7& pitchers run the
game.

" 'Take tho pitcher's judgment,' was
an early season order from Manager
Mack, and he never changed It." Bald
Paddy Livingston, Athlotlc catcher.
"Chief Bender and Eddlo Plank UBed

their own Judgment the season boforc
last and did bo well tho rulo was made
general. 'Everybody must uso his
head.' Is one of Connie's rules.

"One advantage of tho pitcher's Judg-

ment counting Is In the help ho gets
from tho infielders. Our lnfloldors
woro tho pitcher's advisers. They
watched the battlo as closely as tho
battery men. That was part of their
work.

"Connlo doesn't count a stolen base
on the catcher. It Is even between the
pitcher and catcher. 'No catcher can
get a base runner who (s allowed too
much of a. lead.' Is the way Connlo
puts It

"Thoro was never a call down for the
pitcher or catcher whero Connlo be-

lieved a fast ball should have been
used Instead of a curve, or vice versa.
Wo were expected to know what to
do. Advlco camo before or after the
gamo, and then It was up to both
pitcher and catcher.

"Mack does a lot of things different
from other managers I havo played
for. Evory man on the team hatf his
ear when, a suggestion ila offered Wo
were aU called upon to dig up some-- ,
.thing at dally dope meetings.''

, SUNSTAR'S OWNER.
J. B. tlool, owner pf Sunstar, English

t)erby winner, In a nephew of the late
Barney Boxnato, 'the South African
mining millionaire, . .:i..-

Star Filters Are Killing the
Goose That Lays the Golden Egg

season haa been a very

THIS one for somo of the
cards In tho boxing

world, but for many of the
good ones and hundreds of tho lower
lights It has beon a very poor one, due
to the boxers themselves In most In-

stances.
Tho exorbitant demands made of pro-

moters by many of tho stars have been
tho means of hurting tho game In moro
ways than one, and tho boxers them-Belv-

aro now feeling the effects of
tho comeback. Somo of the New York
promoters are to blame for this condi-
tion of affairs, for thoy have Jumped
over one another and have bid ridicu-
lous sums to get star cards.

Theso big prices wero advertised all
over the country, and other promoters
found It difficult to do business with
boxers without guaranteeing half tho
receipts and giving them privileges In
addition which any other amusement
promoter would laugh at

In Indianapolis' recently the promot-
ers took In 51,000 and then lost over
$500 on the ahow: Thoy had guaran-
teed big sums to the boxers, and when
they camo to sottlo up thoy found they
could not meet their obligations or get
within J500 of it At Now Orleans tho
West Side Athletic club took In close
to $1,000 for the Conley-Cost- cr contest
and still lost over $500 becauBO It had
guaranteed Conlcy close to $2,500 and
Coster about $1,000, which, with ex-

penses, more than ato up all the
and left them In tho hole for all'their trouble.

At tho McFarland-Kllban- o bout In
Buffalo thopromoters gave a big guar-
antee and lost qulto a bunch of money
as a result. At the Wells-Cro- bout
In New York the promoters again guar-
anteed moro than they could afford and
lost a big chunk of coin. It haa been
the same In Milwaukee In several In-

stances whero guarantees havo been
given and also In Boston and Phila-
delphia.

The New York clubs have beon los-
ing money on most of their Bhows of
late, but still they could not see or
would not see the real cause of It At
last one promoter Harry Pollok tum-
bled to the fact and he announces that
he wljl give no guarantees, but straight
percentages; that If tho, boxers, cannot
draw tne money they have no right to
guarantee

"Philadelphia Jack" O'Brien, who put
up a handsome now clubhouse iln, PhjU
adolphla, has been "obllgedj to cjosc upv
because of tho high prices do'manded
by boxdrs arid the Inabllfty to matfe
anything under existing conditions.
Boxers Hke McFnrlund, Wolgast, Mo-ra- n

and "Knockout" Brown have been
annexing all the cojn, while the others

and many of them good oneH havo
been gottlng tho crumbs. Whon the
boxers succeed in putting the promot- -
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ers and clubs out of business goodby
to their soft money, for It sure Is soft
money thoy get where the limited
round bouts are held and no decisions
given. And what boxer could go outt
and earn half or quarter the money ho

gets for the short round bouts? If the
boxers want to keep the game going
they had bettor get togcthor and as-
sist the promoters by working on rea-
sonable terms Instead of trying to hog
It all and kill the sport

Hunter Joins Ranks of Failures
At First Base For Pittsburg Club

&

TfIRST base Is crtlll the hoodoo position on" tho v,n . ' :

eight seasons Manager Clarke, has, tried hard toobSn Fr
could fill the bill at tho playr
on..!. Fred Hunter. The tBiJlliMwent all to pieces and wm released. Hans Wagner is' !L ? "ob,
in jjooa style, and the fans are asking how lon Hohus wlU $

M'FARLAND ADMITS LACK jj 3
OF PUNCH. A TJl

2 ia. Pocky McFariand, the Chicago t v'l J
T flstia exponent has finally come 4 ' m
T to the front and admitted that 1 ': 5
4 he lacks a punch, but rises to 5 IT ak what benoflt ho would, do- - i ,

a rivo if he had one, J j

f "I am kept busy filling1 engage- - f g
T ments, and If you will notice IT f

4 am winning all of them." says the J ,

Irishman, "so what Uso would d I
T wallop be to me? j f

"I might knock a few cold, but I ',

T would not be as good a boxer as T
4 I am. and, choosing between the 1

two. I believe I would rather be -
J, the Bhifty person, which comes t t ?
f very handy when you want to a i j
T dodge a blc wallop." 4 'j I
4 a 1 .)M.'t..Mi.t, & i"H' K.frA4 ji

Trading of Ball Players In j !

Midseason Should Be i;

Stopped. . . jj
(JJHE upshot. recent Boston- - t" I

Chicago deal, whereby the Cubs' i Ichances for the" National league pen- - Inant wero greatly Increased, will rifob- - !

b, a, " Wh,Ch W,U on Pi

trades players during the champion- - ;ahlp season unless the other clubs' con- - r;

lm,P ?Stun WM wkened by the V

deal.. the Cubs look to have a i tbetter chanco for the Hag now thin J

tho piayim- - Mason, but there Ib n Wgrowing antipathy against the tradingof players for the v
sole Hpurpose pf ncreasing one team's chances for th lpennant In this Instance It Is an n 1

Pittsburg to havo such a one sided Jtrade go through. These clubs have a ji 1
chanco for the flag, and the deal aln f
?hows the lack of portsmanshlp I &

baseban. Not that any one of them l
Tho time has come when a v ifbo pu to tho trading of player? !recognized ability during the plying ' 8

comTenT " ,0t f fvoe !

years ago when De- - '' itrolt secured Delahanty ifrom theWashington dub 5by means of tradewhich won the pennant for tho 5Transactions of this kind do notS I

BA8K.ETBALU .8TAB RETIRES. ' I

sJIk HvUBh- - .the Trentn N." J-- )
"

LS Yh fe P'" a basket .

flnlshed a close second to McKeelpoV

that ho will retlr from thegarnu I S

....... - ... - J, s

I


